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Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
)

Amendment of Part 90 of the )
Commission's Rules to Adopt )
Regulations for Automatic Vehicle )
Monitoring Systems )

To: The Commission
FEDERAl. COMMUNICATIONS COMMlSs;aJ

OFFICE OF THE SECRETAR'(

REPLY COMMENTS OF ITRON, INC.

Itron, Inc. ("Itron") hereby submits the following reply comments with
respect to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking ("Notice") in the above-captioned
proceeding. Itron is the worldwide leader in providing RF-based, automatic meter
reading ("AMR") systems for use by gas, electric, and water utilities.

The weight of the comments filed in this proceeding demonstrates that the
proposed expansion of wideband Location and Monitoring Service ("LMS") systems
across the entire 902-928 MHz band would be contrary to the public interest. Of the

eighty-six comments submitted, over 75% oppose the allocation of 8 MHz in the 902

928 MHz band for use by the North American Teletrac and Location Technologies,
Inc. ("Teletrac") system. Of the fourteen filing comments in support of the Notice,
the vast majority suggest significant changes to the proposed
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interference. l That, and the high power of the Teletrac system's forward links, will
make it virtually impossible to operate unlicensed system receivers in the band.2

Given the large number of unlicensed users in this band, if the Notice were
adopted, interference in the 902-928 MHz band would be inevitable and intolerable
and, because Telettac would have priority over unlicensed Part 15 devices, the
proposed rules have the effect of excluding such devices from the 902-928 MHz

band.

Teletrac attempted to dismiss these concerns simply by denying that wideband
AVM would be incompatible with Part 15 devices} Teletrac has offered no factual
support for its position. Indeed, the only evidence offered in this proceeding
supports a conclusion that there is great potential for interference.4

n THE SUBSTANTIAL INVESTMENT IN EXISTING PART 15 TECHNOLOGIES WOULD BE

LOST IF THE NOTICE WERE ADOPTED.

The comments in this proceeding make clear that many millions of dollars

have been invested by manufacturers and the public in the unlicensed, low power
technologies currently making use of the 902-928 MHz band.5 This substantial
investment would be lost if the Commission were to adopt the proposal set out in
the Notice.

1~ iDW: alia Comments of Alarm Industry Communications Committee ("AlCC") at 6; and Comments
of the Telecommunications Industry Association at 2-4.

2 ~ in.lu alia. Comments of [tron at 6; and Comments of the Part 15 Coalition at 11.

3 .5£e. Comments of Teletrac at n. 13.

4 As Itron noted in its initial comments, while installing a meter reading system in a major
metropolitan area, loon became aware of another company's Part 15 device that was interfering with
the Te1etrac system miles away. As well as showing how easy it is for a Part 15 device to interfere
with the Teletrac system, the issue of noise susceptibility of the Teletrac system is raised again since
the interference occurred with several miles of separation between the Teletrac receiver site and
interfering signal. Clearly Teletrac is aware of this particular incident and countless more like it- its
dismissal of the potential for interference should the proposed rules be adopted seems disingenuous at
best. see Comments of Itron at n. 6.

5 ~ inW:W Comments of AICC at 4; Comments of Clinicom; and Comments of the Consumer
Electronics Section of the Electronics Industries Association at 7.
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In addition, users of narrowband AVM systems have made substantial
investments, which also would be jeopardized..6 For instance, IBTTA's members
have allocated more than $62 million to fund narrowband AVM systems through
1996, and will use an additional $32 million in federal funds available from the
Federal Highway Administration.7

In short, if the proposed rules are adopted, it is the public ultimately who will
be required to foot the immense bill for the millions of dollars invested in
equipment made obsolete by the Teletrac proposal.

m. OTHER SERVICES EXIST TO ACCOMPLISH VEHICLE LOCATION AND OTHER

SPECTRUM EXISTS FOR WIDEBAND LMS.

The record in this proceeding also makes clear that there are other adequate
methods to accomplish vehicle location short of allocating 8 MHz to wideband LMS
in the 902-928 MHz band and displacing the existing users. For example, the Part 15
Coalition notes that location and messaging systems are already available via
satellite networks, FM subcarrier networks, cellular networks and SMR networks.8

There are also alternative frequency bands available if the Commission were
to consider it necessary to allocate additional spectrum to wideband LMS.9 The Part
15 Coalition, for example, suggested that the 200 MHz of spectrum expected to be
released by the federal government would be suitable for wideband LMS.lO The
point is that the Commission should not risk compromising substantial
investments made in the 902-928 MHz band in technologies that perform
invaluable public services when service and spectrum alternatives exist to the
Teletrac system and proposal.

6 S=inW aliA Comments of Port Authority of New Jersey and New York at 2; Statement of
International Bridge, Tunnel & Turnpike Association ("IBITAn) at 7; and Comments of New York State
Thruway Association at 2.

7 ~Statement of IBITA at 7.

8 ~Comments of Part 15 Coalition at 15. Se£.aJM1Joint Comments of Knogo Corporation, VTech
Communications and HTS at 8-9; and, Comments of Spectralink at 4.

9 see. hW:J:.w Comments of Sensonnatic Electronics Corporation at 19-20; and Joint Comments of
Knogo Corporation, VTech Corporation and HTS at 9.

10 Si:.e. Comments of Part 15 Coalition at 13.
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CONCLUSION

The COl1\Eni$$ion's policy of encouraging unliceMed Part 15 users to
introduce innovati~technolops and ~lVices in the 902-928 MH% band ha$ been a
considerable spectrum I'NIlagement succetS. This SU«e$8 it evidenced by the wkte
variety of Foducts and services, like Itron's, thf,t share theM frequencies wkhout
mutuaUy destructive i:nterferenoa. As a result (-I the Comm.iMion's policy, miIlioas
of do1la1's have been inveat.-d by service provlcka and customers alike in products
and techno~that 1Mb efficient use of the 902-928 WIz band.

I

As discuSsed above, due to the characteristics of both widehand LMS9~
and the operations of the cun-ent users of the band, the expansion of wideband LMS
would inevitably ~u1t in harmful interference to unlicensed Part 15 users, as well
as to narrowband AVM ayatems and wideband LMS systems. When other
technologies~ available to locate vehicles and whetl otheJ' bands would be more
suitable for wtdeband LMS" the public interest requiteS that the Conunistion reject
the proposed expansion of Wideband LMS into the already congested 902·928 MH%
band.

Respectfully submitted,

ITRON, INC.

By: ...:.......c....c;... '''__""*' _

ot Counsel

GOLDBERG, GODLESi W1IND & WRIGHT
1229 Nineteenth Stnet, N.W.
Wuh~D.C. 20036
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